





DIARY 
of 


NARCISSA MELISSA LAWTON 


(& March 1811-16 Pug, 1883) fourth efigd 
(Narcissa Melissa Lawton was the r of Rev. Winborn Asa 
Lawton (25 June 1795,5,,.25 February 1878) and his first wife, Mrs. 
Mary Cater Rhodes (1776 - 25 February 18235); she married as his 2na 
wife, Alexander Benjamin Lawton, her cousin, son of- Benjamin Themis-— 


tocles D'Ion Lawton and Jane, daughter of Dr. George Mosse.) 


(This copy was made by the Rev. Robert E. H. Peeples, great-grandson 
of the Hon. George Khodes, a half-brother of Narcissa Melissa Lawton, ) 


"tyarch 9th: 1862 This is the Sabbath and a most beautiful day it is, 
There is no preaching but at the Methodist and as I am told that the 
preacher is not a very good one, I thought I would stay at home and 
read a sermon. Winny and Tommy went to Monticello in the buggy. 


Martha and Bobby went to the Methodist Church in Grooverville. I reag 
an interesting and searching discourse, the subject was self examina- 


tione 


March 10th: Monday night. All have retired and I am alone. My two 
youngest children are both indisposed tonight. I hope they may be 
better in the morning. I have not yet heard a word from my son Alex- 
ander. Oh! How uneasy I am about him. I feel inexpressibly sad tonisht 
and cannot tell why it is so. Oh! Sad heart hope thou in God and thou ” 
shalt yet praise Him for the help of His countenance. 


March Lith: This is a stormy looking day; everything within and Without 
wears a deep gloom; it is but in keeping with my feelings. Oh! Holy 
Spirit, breathe upon my heart and kindle there a flame of pure love to 
my blessed Redeemer and rouse up my sluggish energies. 


March 15th: I made no record on yesterday being quite busy with a Piece 
of sewing until a late hour last night. In consequence of which TIT arose 
this morning with a violent headache, the worst one I have had in Some 
time. It rained all day yesterday and the weather is still cloudy and 
blustering- 


warch 14th: On yesterday afternoon Mr. Everette came over to see US'S Uhis 
Kindly agreed to sell some hides for us in Thomasville. Winny receiveg 
a letter from John Tilman informing him of the evacuation of Brunswick 
ag the enemy were all landing there. I have no news yet from my dear 
gon Alexander. Poor fellow, how very tired he must be of camp life. The 
weather is still cloudy and blustering. This morning after working a 
1ittle while in my garden, I went into the loom house and twisted a 
pall of knitting thread; I then spun a small bunch of thread and twigs 
st. This is one art which I think I never can perform with sufficient 
ease to make it profitable. 


te@ 


varch L6th: This is again the Sabbath and I went to the Baptist Chureh 
and heard Brother Blewet preach. It was a sermon on the ordination of 

deacon. The deacon who was ordained was a Mr. Davies. How very few men 
were at Church today. Oh} So many empty seats; nearly all have gone t, 
war. Truly the storm of war has burst upon our devoted land. Hach mail 





that comes brings the news of a fresh battle fought. I had hoped that 
by this time the dark clouds would have blown over us. Today's news 
brought the intelligence of the death (by the enemy) of Generals McCol- 
louk and McIntosh, and several commissioned officers. We are in the 
hands of Him who made us, and when He has punished us sufficiently, He 
may in His own good time listen to our prayers and grant us peace. Now 
come, my heart, and let us commune together. What secret sins are cov- 
ered up in thee? In the first place here is self love, on another leaf 
is vanity, here is impatience, pride, sloth, well, well, well, every 
leaf is filled up with charges against me. Oh! Lord, help me to over- 
come these faults, give me grace sufficient to help in time of need, 
and take this sinful heart away and give me a clean heart, and renew 

a right spirit within me for Jesus! sake. 





March 17th: The first news this morning which met my ear on entering 
my dining room was that Mr. McLendon had killed Ben who had run away 
and was caught on yesterday afternoon (it being the Sabbath evening) 
by Mr. Linton. Poor Ben wanted to come to me, thinking no doubt that 

I could save him, but he was beaten on the head and told that if he 
dared to come to me his brains would be blowed out. He was then taken 
to the inhuman McLendon who deliberately whipped him to death. Alas! 
Alas, that such as this should be done in civilized America. No wonder 
we are punished by a just and avenging God for the injustice and cruel- 
ty which is exercised to our poor negroes. But thank God this is not 
the case everywhere, for there are some human hearts that can feel for 
others! woe. Our poor servants are scattered abroad over the country. 
They never knew what it was to see trouble before, as they had a kind 
and indulgent master who allowed them many little privileges and allev- 
iated their wants, and who always tried to instill principles of hones- 
ty and integrity in them, and to elevate their moral feelings instead 
of debasing them. 





March 18th: We are now in the midst of a terrific thunderstorm. Mr. 
Everette is here. He went to Thomasville on yesterday to see a lawyer 
about the murder of Ben. I am told that they (the jury) passed a ver- 
dict of not guilty on the murderers for it seems that there were two 
concerned in i the man who hired him and his overseer. Alas! There 
seems to be no such thing in this world as justice. My soul is filled 
with horror unspeakable at the details of this horrid murder. His wife 
goes about like a poor broken-hearted creature. Vengeance belongs to 
God alone. I do not pray for vengeance but I do hope that this truly 
awful event will produce the effect of arousing the impenitent man who 
committed the deed to a sense of his lost and ruined condition. 


March 22nd3 On yesterday Winny started to Doroughty Co.5; Israel went 
with him in the buggy; I really am afraid he will not be able to get 
along as all of the watercourses are up. Bobby started to Grooverville 
Station this morning and had to swim through the Ocilla; he heard that 
the bridge over the Piscola had floated away, so he had to come back 
home. Winmny has also returned home. 


March 23rd: Today is the Lord's Day and we are all at home, as there 
is no chance of getting to Church even if there was any preaching in 
the neighborhood, as the Ocilla River which lies between our house 
and Grooverville is swimming. Well, if this is so, why may we not 
serve God in our own home? Why not raise here an altar of praise to 
His name? Oh! Is He not the same everywhere, at all times and in all 
places? Yes, thanks to His great and condescending kindness, He is 


Se 
the same in all times, places and seasons. Wherever the heart pants 
after Him, wherever there is secret prayer, there will our Heavenly 
Father be found. Bless the Lord, Oh my soul, and all that is within 
me praise and adore Him for His loving kindness. Yes, do down, my 
soul, at His feet, struggle there, plead earnestly. Oh! Give not. 
over, faint not, who knows but that the Lord will hear thee and pour 
into thy heart a rich blessing. Oh! Try the efficacy of secret pray- 
er. What has thy dear Savior told thee, “Ask and ye shall receive, 
seek and ye shall find, knock and it shall be opened unto you". 
These are not promises made to be broken, but heaven and earth shall 
pass away before His word shall fail. 


March 25th: Tuesday night. This morning opened upon us with a white 
frost; it seems as if we are just beginning to have cold weather. It 
will prove most destructive on all of our fruit as they were in such 
a growing state. The orange trees appear to be much injured. 


March 27th: Dear Winny received a letter this evening from his Uncle 
Joseph desiring him to join him in Albany where he was making up a 
regiment; he wrote that Alex would be with him. Oh! How very sad does 
this make me, dear graceful quiet boy, how unfitted for a rough sold- 
ier. I had hoped that he had quit the camp and the field and would re- 
turn to college, but this is not to be. God's will be done. Oh! Wild 
and dark is the tempest that is now raging over our land. Our enemies 
are approaching nearer and nearer to us. Oh! Merciful God, remember us 
in pity; we are but the creatures of Thy hand. Oh! Lay not Thy chas- 
tening rod too heavily on us. 


March 28th: This morning Winny left me again to join the army. God 
bless you, our child, and keep you unpolluted and pure in heart. I 
scarcely dare to trust myself to think about my dear Alex. It is so 
long since I have heard from him and Oh! so long since I have seen 
him. But I must strive to attain more faith and to be willing to trust 
everything which I hold dear to Him who gave them to me. 


March 50th: This is the Sabbath morning and no preaching anywhere about 
except at the Methodist Church, and as the minister is not a prepos- 
sessing orle, we prefer staying at home where we can read a sermon. I 
would like so much for my children to go to Church every Sabbath and I 
hope before I die to live in a place where they may be able not only 

to go to Church but also to Sabbath School. SUNDAY NIGHT. The weather 
is warm and clear. It has been a very hot day. I have to mourn over my 
hard heart, my love of ease, self love, and worldliness. Oh! God let 
Thy Holy Spirit remain with me and save me from my own wicked heart 

for Christ's sake. 


April lst: I was quite unwell all day yesterday with a sick headache, 
but I thank my kind heavenly Father that I feel much better this morn- 
ing, although still weak and nervous. Yesterday morning Mr. Everette 
came over to see us. He was about to start to Savannah and kindly of- 
fered to do anything for us we wished done. I sent by him for some 
common flour. Today I sent a hand to help Mr. Brown prepare his crop 

as all of his sons are in the war and he is in a state of great desti- 
tution. The patriotic women of the south are raising money to build 
gunboats. I sent my poor little contribution yesterday by Mr. Everette, 
and today I gave Clara a small present of five dollars for teaching 


her little brother and sister. She said that all she wanted with it 
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was to send to help to build a gunboat. May God bless the efforts 


which are being made by all the people of the country to free them- 
selves from the hostile invaders. 


April 4th: The summer has now come all at once. Oh! How very .beautiful 
does nature look in her lovely robes of green. Truly everything seems 
to rejoice at the approach of spring. Listen to the merry peals of the 
birds, the humming of the bee, the chirping of the cricket. Oh! ivery- 
thing seems to rejoice in nature but man, wicked sinful man, for now 
he is intent on deeds of murder, rapine, plunder - instead of thanking 
and blessing the all-wise Giver of everything for the blessings by 
Which he is surrounded, and staying at home to till the soil and raise 
his flocks, he has thrown aside his implements of husbandry and left 
his home to slay the brave noble-hearted men whose only fault is wish- 


ing to be parted from those who impose upon them. Alas! How incon- 
Sistent. 


April sth: The weather although very pleasant is getting rather dry. 
I have not yet heard a word from Alex. This is the tenth month since 
I have seen him. I received a short letter from Sallie by Israel when 
he brought the horse and buggy back from carrying Winny. I hired Is- 
rael to carry the carriage to Thomasville yesterday to have it mended. 


I look for it back his evening. I have been spinning all of the morning 
some knitting thread. I feel quite tired. 


April 7th: Today is the Sabbath. Clear and bright and beautiful. All of 
the children have gone to Church except N.M.A. who is indisposed. Dear 
Lord, be with me this day, directing my thoughts into the proper chan- 
nel, and let the meditation of my heart be acceptable to Thee. Oh! 
Grant me Thy whole Spirit, I do most earnestly entreat Thee, dear Lord, 
let not vain thoughts obtrude nor worldly cares and troubles, but let 
Christ, and Him crucified, be the theme of my meditations. Oh! Fill my 
heart exclusively with Thy love. And help me also to love my neighbor 
as myself, to be kind and forbearing to all with whom I have to do in 
this life. Oh! Help me to make others happy and to do them all the 
good that lies in my power. | 


April 8th; I do not know why it is that I so often break good resolu- 
tions and intentions, and why I have so little forbearance. Oh! I am 
so very quick to take offence at little things. Oh! Could I but pos- 
sess so even calmess of mind, could I be firm and gentle, and reprove 
with love and kindness, I should be so much happier. Arm me with 
strength, dear Lord, for the cares and conflicts of life. 


April 9th: I arose this morning feeling quite refreshed; the morning 

is cloudy and blustering. My garden looks beautiful; its many thousand 
flowers smile upwards in my face each day as I walk among them and they 
almost seem to try to chase away the gloom from my sad heart. Old Mrs. 
Behn told me that the flowers in my garden had refreshed her, they 
looked so bright and gay. Lona jumped down the steps this morning and 
hurt her feet; I fear she has sprained her ankle. Martha teaches 

Tommy and Lona music. It is somewhat difficult to teach Tommy as he is 
so fidgety, but I intend him to stick to it as I think it will benefit 
hime 


April 10th; As the poet says, "The stormy winds complaining brings on 
the wintry day"; so it has proved with the blustering winds of yester- 


day, and last night we had a storm of wind. Today it has become 


| oe 
beautifully clear although still windy. I feel myself giving way to 


my old impatient temper. Help me, dear Lord, when I am tempted with 
my besetting sin and make a way of escape for me through Jesus Christ. 


April llth: A day so lovely as this seldom visits this sad, sinful 
earth: clear, cold, calm and smiling in all the green and varied 
beauties of early spring. Oh! Should it not constrain us to bless the 
beneficient Giver of every good and perfect gift. I do most sincerely 
thank Him that He has given me a heart to enjoy the sweet beauties of 
nature. 'Tis here that I am happiest on earth, and I can read God in 
nature, in the deen silent woods I can listen to the almost funereal 
sighing of the solemn pines as if wailing over the sins of the world. 
In sweet harmony with these sounds is heard the plaintive notes of 
birds, which serve as a symphony to the grand requiem. 


April leth: 1862 Today twelve months ago the bloodless battle of 
Sumpter was fought, but Oh! since that time how many bloody ones have 
been. What a dark page on history will be this fratricidal way. The 
enemy is now quite near to us, the whole coast of Florida is pretty 
much in their possession. My trust is in a higher Power than man, and 
though a host should encamp around me I shall feel safe in His Al- 
mighty care. 


April 14th: Today is the Sabbath and again must we all remain at home 
as there is no preaching except at the Methodist Church. Last night we 
had a terrific wind storm and this morning it is cloudy and cold. I 
sent to the office yesterday hoping to set a letter from one or the 
other of my boys, but I got no intelligence from either of them. It 
has been now nearly two months since I have heard from either of them. 
I know not what to think; I am afraid my child is sick. I have just 
finished reading a sermon aloud to the children, the text was: "Keep 
thy heart pure for out of it are the issues of life". We are there ex- 
horted to keep the heart full of God's grace and to have deep and warm 
and broad hearts, so that our actions as they flow from our hearts may 
be filled with loving kindness, charity, and purity. Oh! Lord be 
pleased to enable me to keep my heart pure, let Thy Holy Spirit dwell 
within it, and let me possess a warm charitable and loving heart, 
abounding in every Christian feeling and purpose. 


April 15th: After having risen this morning and attended to various 
household duties, I took my accustomed walk back of the grove. I am 
almost afraid that it is presumption in me, or that after all it may 
prove a delusory hope; but I feel deep within the recesses of my 
heart a happy comfortable assurance of my-acceptance with God through 
Jesus. Oh! Lord increase my faith. 


April 16th; I have just laid aside the last will and testament of my 
beloved husband; my tears blinded me too much to read any more, so I 
locked it up in my rosewood box. They never carried out the instruct- 
ions of my husband in the division of the property and I have indeed 
but little to support me, in truth I may say a mere pittance, but I 
feel indeed thankful for what I have, for indeed there are many who 
are much worse off than I am and, although my servant maid whom T 
raised from a little girl and loved almost like one of my children, 
has been taken away from me and hired out, and also my cook was taken 
away and I have to hire her services at a very high price, still with 


God's help I arrange to get along tolerably. It is true I have a great 
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deal to do that I never did before, but the times call for it. I can 
now spin fine sewing thread, and I am now making up clothes for my 
boys which was woven at home. I have had three pieces woven, and am 
endeavoring to get another piece ready for the loom. My children help 
me in various ways: Clara teaches Tom and Lona, and Bob attends to the 
farm and is trying to make a little crop for me with the few servants 
that I have. 


April 17th: I felt quite unwell last night and retired earlier than 
usual; I felt too badly this morning to take my accustomed walk. One. 
of our neighbors died night before last, a Mr. Hagan, he has left a 
large family. I dreamed last night that I saw my dear son Alexander 
and Oh! how rejoiced I was to see him. God bless my noble boys and 
take care of them. 


April 18th: I heard the news on yesterday evening of a great battle in 
Tennessee, in which General Albert Sydney Johnston was killed. He was 
the first in command, after he fell General Beauregard took the com- 
mand and our side gained a sreat victory. We are constantly expecting 
to hear of a battle in Virginia on the Peninsular; it is there that my 
dear son was the last time 1 heard from him. 


April 19th: I felt indisposed all day yesterday but today am feeling 
better. We received on yesterday the tidings of the fall of Fort Pu- 
laskie; the men were carried to North Carolina to Port Hatteras. 
Truly those who are waging this mad, unjust and cruel war against us 
will have a great sin to answer for. It cannot last always; sooner or 
later it will come to an end. 


April 20th: Late last night after prayers a little black boy brought 
me two letters, one from Alex, the other from Winny. The former writes 
from Goldsborough, North Carolina, the latter from Griffin, Ga. How 
truly thankful I was to hear from them, and both were well. I enjoyed 
a better night's rest last night than usual in consequence. This is 
the Sabbath evening; I went to Church this afternoon where I heard 
Brother Blewet preach. We had a slim:consregation. There are very few 
men left in the country; all or nearly all have gone to the war. I 
received a letter today from my dear old father, and I thank God that 
IT still have a father who cares for me and mine; he writes that he is 
not very well. May the Lord spare his life and may he live to see his 
beloved country a free and independent nation. Everything seems dull 
and cold in religion. I am afraid that this is the reason that this 
war continues; we are so sinful and so cold and negligent of our duty 
to God that He is punishing us for our sins. I cannot tell why it is 
that I feel as I do today. My heart is dead in brespasses and sins. My 
thoughts wander like the fool's eyes to the uttermost parts of the 
earth. Alas! There are times when I doubt whether I have ever been con- 
verted or not, trifles light as air give me pain and sway me and cause 
me to lose sight of my Saviour's love. And then I fall into a dull, 
torpid state from which I cannot arouse myself. But there is something, 
thanks be to God, that can arouse these dead faculties of mine. Oh! 
God Thy Spirit can fan the dying embers within my poor dark heart and 
warm and illuminate it; Thy love, dear Jesus, can restore all the 
springs of my existence. Come, then, celestial Visitant, look upon my 
languishing, dying state. Oh! Come into my heart and dwell there. 


April 21st: This morning is cold enough for fire to feel comfortable. 
I have commenced teaching my little negroes on Sunday afternoons. I 
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have a class of six little ones. I have only taught them three evenings, 
and they exhibit astonishing aptitude, and may God bless the effort to 
do something useful. 


April 22nd: Another cold day has dawned upon us; the wind blows really 
chilling. I am fearful of frost. Martha and Tommy went to Monticello 
on yesterday afternoon, but they have not yet returned. I wrote a long 
letter to my dear Alexander on yesterday but have not sent it, not 
knowing where to direct it to. I think I shall keep it awhile or find 
out where he is before I send it. 


April 25rd: My eyesight has now become so impaired that I find the use 
of spectacles very beneficial. liy beloved husband, oh what feelings 
overcame me when I first took these spectacles from the desk, these 
glasses which were used by him on his death bed. Oh! My poor bleeding 
heart will it never stop aching for the loved and lost? Did I say lost? 
Let me recall that expression, not lost but only gone before. How often 
do I find myself doing things that beloved, and expressing sentiments 
and waiting and expecting to hear him approving of and coinciding with 
my sentiments, but cease, fond heart, to look and wait for those whom 
God has taken to Himself. Oh! Rather let me strive to emulate their 
examples, and seek to make my calling and election sure. Strive to do 
my duty, my whole duty, and not neglect those whom God has entrusted 

to my care. 


April 24th: I thank God for having preserved me through another night, 
and enabled me to behold the opening beauties of this day, and now as 
I trace these lines my ear drinks in the melody of the sweet mocking 
birds; at my open window they are so gentle and tame that they will 
light on the railing of the banister. All is so quiet here that one 
could almost forget the stirring events which are now being enacted in 
our beloved country; but it is impossible to forget it long when we 
have so much at stake. 


April 25th: Time keeps on its monotonous tick, tick, as the pendulum 
of the clock swings to and fro; I have just returned from my morning's 
walk, and everything wears the same aspect as on the preceding day. I 
am almost tired of being pent up here in this quiet corner and not 
knowing at what moment some dreadful disaster may befall those whom I 
love so dearly. And they fare so hard while I live in ease and have a 
plenty of the comforts and even luxuries of life. Oh! That I could do 
more for them and my fellow country-men than I am doing; I feel that 

I have done nothing while so many others have gone ahead of me. 


April 26th: We last night heard that the company that went by here (a 
few weeks Past) which were from Florida, got immediately into action 
with the Yankees and their Captain got desperately wounded and the 
Company very much cut up and taken prisoners. Their Captain we hear 
has taken the oath of allegiance to the Yankees and is returning home. 
His name is Capers Bird. His company consisted mostly of young men 
from Monticello. 


April 27th: Today is the Lord's Day, and no preaching anywhere in the 
vicinity. We are all at home. I read one of Spurgeon's sermons aloud 

to the children; the subject was God the All-seeing One. I do not feel 
this day as I desire to feel; my heart seems to partake of the feelings 
of the weather cold and cheerless, it is just so that I am. Oh! God be 
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pleased to breathe upon this heart of mine, with Thy Holy Spirit's 
quickening influence. Help me to arouse myself from this dull lethargy 
which is seeping over me; dear Lord, leave me not to myself, take not 
Thy countenance from me. "Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation and 
uphold me with Thy free Spirit." I have received a short letter from 
Winny, written from Albany. He has written for Israel to go to him to 
wait on brother Joe. 


April 28th: I arose this morning and found that it was absolutely neces- 
sary for me to send my cook and Bllen into the field in order to save my 
crop as the first or oldest corn is very much in the grass. Clara cooked 
the dinner. I was afraid that it would give her a headache as she was 
not accustomed to it, but she insisted on doing it and succeeded very 
well. We are obliged to make a great exertion as two of my main field 
hands are down with the measles. It is with feelings of the deepest saq- 
ness that I heard today of the fall of New Orleans, "the crescent city 
of the sunny south". Oh! My country, my bleeding country, whenever I 
hear of any new victories gained by our bloody and deceitful enemies 
over any portion of thy sacred soil, my heart trembles for thee. May 

the great God of nations protect thee, and give thee help in this thine 
hour of sore need. 


April 29th: Yesterday evening young John Tilman called to see the family; 
he is home on furlough. I have again sent out all of the house servants - 
into the field. I expect I will have to do so for the next two weeks. [I 
have been so busy all of the morning that I feel tired down. Israel wil] 
leave in a few days for Griffin, Ga., and I must try and finish a pair of 
stockings I am knitting for Winny. 


April 30th: Everything jogs along today after the usual way, nothing 
new having transpired with us. Mr. McDonald arrived at his overseerts 
house last night (in the stage); Bobby teaches school this week, so as 
to relieve Clara who has been teaching for eight months. 


May lst: Tommy is quite sick with fever; he had an attack of sick heaq- 
ache last night, and this morning he had a chill. His face is very rea: 
I think perhaps he is taking the measles, as two of the negroes now have 
that disease. I have just had to pay three and a half dollars to a negro 
shoemaker for a pair of the coarsest kind of shoes for Bobby. I am 
afraid we will see hard times if this war lasts long. 


May 3rd: I made no record in my book on yesterday as I went to bide in 
the evening with the children. We went to the lake, hoping to catch some 
fish, but in this we were disappointed. However, the ride was beneficial] 
to us. Four of my field hands are down sick with the measles. I think 
now that Tommy has the measles also. We heard that young James Hart had 
his head taken off by a bombshell at the battle of Shiloh. May God conm- 
fort his widowed mother. And this is war.... 


May 4th: Today is the Sabbath. Tommy is too sick for me to leave him to 
go to Church. Martha and Bobby went but there was no preacher there go 
it was well enough that I did not go. I received a letter yewterday from 
my father, in which he advised me to claim my dower. I think I shall 
take his advice. He says he thinks that the enemy will take Charleston 
Savannah, Mobile and Norfolk. My brother also wrote me a letter which T 
received yesterday. He says that if they take Savannah he will not leave 
for he has no where else to go, and all that he owns in this world is 
there, and he would as soon die as lose everything that he possesses, 
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- Well, we have fallen upon dark times; God is doing it for some wonderful 


design. Oh, how many things will it teach us. In the first place, it will 
stir us up to energy, self-denial, self dependence, and yet a trust in 
God. In a word, it will call out every dormant faculty. Oh, merciful Fa- 
ther of heaven and earth, be with me this evening, comfort my lone deso- 
late heart, let me not give way to despondency. Oh, let me feel Thy Love 
within my heart, grant me strength sufficient for my day. 


May 5th: I have done little else today but nurse Tommy who is very ill 
indeed with the measles. May a kind and merciful God be pleased to bless 
the remedies made use of for his recovery. 


May 6th: Late yesterday evening Miss Lou Jones from Thomasville drove up 
in a buggy with only a little black boy to drive her; she came to get 
hospital stores for the sick soldiers. I am glad that she came as I was 
desirous of sending something to the soldiers myself. I am truly thank- 
ful that little Tommy seems better tonight. 


May Sth: I made no record yesterday as I was too busy and I forgot it. 
Tommy has got up, dressed and walked about, although he is very weak, 
and his cough is still troublesome. I will try to make him take care of 
himself for fear that he may take cold. I have actually made a pair of 
shoes for myself, and am now on the second pair. I now have the first 
pair on that I made and find them the most comfortable that I ever had 
on. 


May 9th: On yesterday morning Mr. Everette came to see me about making 
my tax returns. I asked him while he was here to see to the business of 
having my dower assigned, and he promised that he would do so. Tommy is 
mending slowly of his cough; Lona has not yet taken the measles. The 
sick negroes are also recovering. I hope they will be prudent. I have 
been busily engaged in making myself some shoes and have finished the 
second pair. I am at a loss to know what I shall do for negro shoes 
this coming fall, as shoes are selling so high that it would take all 
the money I vould make just to buy their shoes. Today Martha and Clara 
went to lionticello in the bugsy and they have just returned not long; 
they report nothing of interest to have transpired there lately. 


May 1lOth: Today as I was overhauling Alex's and Winny's clothing my 
heart became very sad at the sight of all of their things. How long 
since I have seen dear Alex, and I was shaking one of Winny's coats 
when I felt a roll of something in one of the pockets; thinking it was 
a dried flower I was about to throw it out, but as I chanced to look at 
it I saw that it was money which he had forgotten there. I think I will 
send it to him in a letter. I am about to write for the Christian In- 
dex. I received a letter from Winny today. 


May llth: Sabbath afternoon. None of the family attended Church today 

as there was no preaching anywhere except at the Methodist Church, and 
my carriage driver is down with the measles. I read a beautiful sermon 
aloud to the children, the text was from Job: "I would not live always". 
I have gotten hold of an old volume which I entend reading. I think it 
replete with instructions to the inquirer after truth. It is called, 
"Cases of Conscience". May God help me to profit by the close examina- 
tion and the hold teachings which it inculcates. Oh, Holy Spirit, direct 
me, open my understanding, grant me dear Lord spiritual wisdom, grant me 
solid heart religion, help me to take us my cross daily, let not Satan 
get the advantage of me at any time, help me when I am tempted to re- 
member Christ, and right then to put up a fervent prayer for help. Be 





March 9, I962 


Dear cousin Robert, 

Thenk you so much for your informative letter. I didn't know 
T hed royal blood running through my veins. You must have spent 

9 great deal of time on research. How I would like to live chose 
enough to go through. those files. This is all new to me but I am 
really enjoying it. I'm afraid after all you have that I.would not 
have anything you do not have, I'm sending you information of the . 
children of Blexander Benjamin & Nercissa Melissa Lawton that.was 
not in "Our Family Circle". Yes, my great grandfather was right 
there and had IO children to prove it in a big way. I have only 
recently been able to find out about 4 of A.3,.L.'s children, I 
heave some very old letters they wrote to my grandfather, Winborn 
Theodore. I made a trip to Bloomburg, Texas and got the facts 

from Mary Aulin Grogan, the daughter of great aunt Mona, for whom 
my mother was named, | 


I do have a covy_of Narcissa's diery written during the Civil 
War. It is most interesting. I would be so hapvpy for you to see 
it and make a copy if you are interested, also a covy of a letter 
from Annie Lawton Long with family news, Just say the word if you 
want them. The diary is being used by a University of Florida pro- 
fessor in writing the History of Thomas County, Georgia. ‘the 
Letter of Annie Lawton Long's explains some of the remarks in the 
diary. 


IT have a covy of "Our Family Cirele" and prize it very highly 
There is also a copvy in the Shrevevort Library. It was donated 
recently but I do not know the connection of the woman who gave it, 
Ag to what I want you to send me, I am interested in information 
about the grandmothers who married the Lawton grandfathers. ‘the 
Cater materiel was most helpful. I would like the material on 
the Mosses and Nortons and their ancestors, also the Roberts. I 
have sent my papers to the Huguenot Society, Mr. Tonge signed my 
application. Do you have anything on Joseph Lawton's #ifé mother? 
I understand her will is available somewhere, I went in the DA® 
on the Joseph Lawton line with se supplement from the Mosse line. 
My mother was a member of UDC but I have never joined. I have beew 
elected Vice Regent of my DAP chanter for next year. 


I was born 8-[8-1904, in sight of our present home. ‘the pro- 
perty has been in the Miller family for a great fAmany years. 
There are 5 generations of John Millers in our family and 4 genera- 
tions of Lonas. My husband is Henry Belton Thomas, retired engi- 
neer for the Ark-La. Gas Co. We came back home and built 4 years 
ago. My father lived to be 92, almost 95. He was very active and 
slert, carried on his business until the end. He was a planter/a¢é 
merchant end politician, He was of the old school and thought that 
our country was going to pot with all these little upstarts runn- 
ing it. Ha! At the time of his death, he was the oldest native 
citizen living in Caddo Parish, His bank in Shrevenort honored 
him a number of years ago as being the depositor in number of years 
still with them, It is the oldest bank in the state, Theyvovnened 
a savings account for his grandson,in a new branch,so that he 
would be the oldest devositor in it, 


. 
A 


Whet is the date of the Lawton..reunion? We had planned a tri? 
to Florida to visit my sister, I would certainly enjoy going to 
Allendele. Ralph Ful, my Ist, cousin,went last year and enjoy- 
ed it so much, 


As you can see, I’ am not much of a typist. I was a school 
teacher, my sister is the secretary in.this family. She is with 7 
the Navy Dept. in Jacksonville. She has a son that will be in 
D.C. in June. He is a Commander in the Navy, 38 years old and very 
brilliant. He graduated from Ga. Tech end will receive his Masters 
in June from some sort of Navy school in Monterey, Calif. My bro. 
pessed away at 59, 


Agvain let me say how much I thank you for your wonderful lettéf- 
_When vou have the time, send me anything you think would interest 
me,l love it all. Let me know if you want the diary. By-the-way 


I followed tradition, I em a Baptist. Most of the relatives back 
here are teachers, Doctors, Lawyers, Planters and just have jobs, 


With every good wish to you and your wife, 


Kath Wears! 


a Vlave me Ciddrew wuizeew 7 pisese) 
Dees ehiecien Goatees nt 
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a. DESCENDANTS OF: ALEXANDER BENJAMIN LAWTON & NARUISSA MELISSA LAWTON 
bin. HF. Mh ener Conutey : eer Oren as 
I, Alexander Cater, Lawton b: T941-aitHoBeZT OST 2 : Sarah" Godfrey og morkeucd. Fi 
T child: Anni@ Wawton Leng bi*July 1877 Lene r4ce 
| a> Ov. c. F. walkie 4410 Seager «by y oO)ISY 3 TA We beng 
4 % 2. wihborn Theodore: b:2-6-1843-Thomasville, Ga.d: II-I4-I1892 Mira La. 
m: 6-27-1867 | 
m: Mary Ann Wheley, I'roy Ala. b:I-5-I852 d:12-22-1904 


ISSUE 
a:Dr. Winborn B. Lawton: I868 -I93I m: Lettie Slaughter, Mira,La. 
¥~b: Lona Pearson Lawton: I87I -I92I m: John Marion Miller m.,T899 


c: Mollie Melissa: 1873 -1926 m: Robert Hemperly 

d: Robert Franklin: T875 -I928 m; Lillie Nixon, Galveston, Tex 
e: Charles John: m: 5 times 

f: Josephine Mattie 1879 -I95I m: J.0.C. Adams 

oe) id as T882 -I95? m: Peyton Colquitt 

h: Bertie m: Will Grogan 

i: Clera m: Hugh Mckinney 

J: Ralph Waldo T89T -I958 m: Allie McLeish 


2gmay!845 2 Clara Lawton: m: B.F. Wheeler - lived in Oviedo, "lorida 
2 sons: Frank M;George Lee -Pobert Lee m: Mattie Aulin Ist coz, 


6June 1847 4, Pev. Robert Lawton m: Mary Gywnn - Lived in Oviedo, Florida 
® children: Joseph, T.W., Robert, Cater, Helen (deceased) 


5, Thomes Lawton m: Josiphine - Oviedo, Florida 
4 children: Annie, Winnie (girl), Tom, Sam 


6, Emme Leonora (Lona) M; Andrew Aulin from Sweden lived in Oviedo. 
4 children: Theodore, Mattie, Very, Andrew 
Mattie married her Ist. cousin, Robert Lee Wheeler. Mary m: 
Will Grogan, 2nd. wife. Ist wife was my aunt, Bertie Lawton, 
Theodore m: Nettie Jacobs - Andrew m: Alice Powell 


Narcissa lived with Lona Aulin - was buried in Oviedo. Andrew 
Aulin founded the town of Oviedo, named it after a town in Spain. 
He was quite wealthy at one time, I visit with Mary Aulin “Crogan 
at times. She lives in Bloomburg, Texas. She has some of the 
original A.B.L. silver also a book of poems written by Narcissa, 


— =, 


All of my mother's family have passed away, only 2 in-laws left, 
they were all born in or near Mira, Louisiana. We are not sure 
about where Dr. Lawton was born, but think at Mira. ‘hese uncles 
end aunts had 35 children. ‘their children, most of them, are 
married and have children. the bad pert, so meny are girls, I'm 
afraid the Lawton name is in danger, 
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Route 5, Box 7735E 
Shreveport, Louisiana 
Avril 24, I962 


Dear Cousin Robert, 


It was so nice to hear from you again and to hear about your 
nice trin. We plan to take a triv down there this summer and hove 
to see some of the things you mentioned, 


Enclosed is the letter from Annie Lawton Long. I will send 
the diary under separate cover. A distant cousin in Shrevevort, has 
it now but is returning it tomorrow. I will mail it on to you, 
I would be so havpy to have it published. I'm afraid there is no 
reference to 8.C. in it, tho. You may keep the letter and take 
your time about cooying the diary as that is my mailing copy. 


I have seen the copy of the $.C. Historical Magazine concern- 
ing Captain Wm. Lawton and made a convy of it, I also have a covy of 
his Will I obtained from the Dept. of Archives in Columbia,S.C. It 
is most interesting. I am going to order the ones on the Cater 
family you mentioned in your previous letter, 


Thank you so much for the material on the Mosse and Norton 
families. The more you know the more you want to find out, MI 
would be beside myself with gratitude if you make me a chart of 
my pddigree as far back as you have time to take it. I'm sure I'm 
eligible -for Colonial Dames but don't know how to work it up. Do 
you havoven to have that? I don't want to become a nuisance to you, 


I would like to be on the mailing list for the Lawton re- 
unions. It is doubtful that we can make it this year as my nephew 
and family are vlanning to come out here in June on their way from 
California to his new assignment in Washington D.C. He is a naval 
officer, I don't know of anything I would enjoy more than to go. 
The Robert Gilliam Lawton's of Shreveport are going. She was out 
Tuesday when I entertained my DAR chapter. She is a charming 
person so be sure and meet her. We have wisited on the televhone 
for two years but never met until last Tuesdav. She has done a 


oe deal of research but nothing to compare with what you have 
one. 


I give up! Ha'. I have several very good friends who are 
Episcopalians. I wish you could see St. Marks in Shrevevort. It 
is a 7f¥Yerd beautiful church, The sister of a close friend of mine 
donated the stained gless windows over the entrance. By the time 
they were installed it was over $100,000. She alan furnished the 
Prayer Room. Laurence Plumley is the Rector, I attended a wedding 
there last summer, My Ist. cousin's son, Dr. Jerry Beauregard, also 
your relatives was married there, Now it remains to be seen if she 
makes an Episcopalian out of that staunch Baptist. Don't think me 
a narrow Beptist, for I certainly am not. I just never knew any 
other church, Thanks for the information on it, 


Getting back to the diary and letter of Annie Lawton Long. 
After the war my grandfather wnet to Alabama, to seek employment 
I'm sure, there met and married my grandmother, Mary Ann Whaley. 
He came to La. and taught school until his death. The Supt. of 
schools told some people, and they told me, that he was the most 
brilliant man he had ever known. He confirmed the fact that he 
sooke 7 languages, At his death, during a school term, my mother, 


Wa, 


fh 


Lona, comoleted his school term. She taught until she met and 
married my father, She finished college at what is now Northwest- 
ern College, Natchitoches, La. I started teaching in the same town 


in which she started her teaching career, many years later my niece 
started in the same town, 


I'm sending you some information I covied from Gene Lawton's 
material. I imagine you already have it. 


Thanks again for the material. It is a vleasure to read 


your letters. If you want to use the diary in any way at the re- 
union, feel free to do so. 


Best wishes to you both, 


Sincerely, 
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Alexander Tawton, 
Savenneh, Georgia. / 





My deux very distant Cousinte 
The wond .rful Lawton record you sent to me-or maybe through another 
I gen not thank you enough for. T would have aeknowlédged before but 


off and on heve been £1] for over uw yoarefirat vith one onslaught of 
Satanic Majesty and then another socident or othere 


7 
: 


All of us have been thinking or retier just imagining that Joserh 
Lawton come from Copt Villiem Tawton and hie seeond #ife Mary Sarmes 
fp iaae of He ufort. She firet m., Paul Grimnbal? of Padeto Talund, then Cant. 
Vili ier Lawton and. me(S ) Semue) Miekling. So now we know definitely 
, that Joseph was the son ne titiethns Joseph of WALES. I thought every 
3 ~ heady in thet Provinee had to he named Evens or Villiams or Owentk 






(Robert) | * 
tone Alexan€er Tavton of Ses ie 
*. | t,. 
" (1)JOBEPH  LavTons Born in Wales, 1723; emigrated to Seuth Caroline 


1746, settling on Pdinto Island: Died on Maisto Isalend 1769 .« 








“Marrica cnomenccummennaKFickling (Note-there was « Jowoph Pickling 
| Kak lived on BRéiuto Ieland at that. sate Thani 

2 JOSEPH jo WERE--WAD 5 Childcon s_ 

esas " one Zonaih Janton, who purchased in 177% “Mulberry 
ge Grove in the Blaek Swap Settlement, St Peter*s Parish, 

“iy Beaufort Diatriot, South Caro.ine ; 

Bu---2 WAlliom, who settled in Charleston; E44 
} mn Bennet Buleah , who married William Seebroek, promoter 


ond perfertor of Long Staple and Sea Island Cotton, 


* 


, a 





bis. “OH, Horn on Wdiato Taland, Go.On. Ootever 18,1783, 
Cth g Dios Maren b, 1016, ot Mulberry oreve", ‘Heazied Yorn aa, 
ie bi. Mise aed eh (magnter Of sivhmatan 








ALEXANDER JAMES JOSTAH LAYTON. Born “kKulberry Grove", St. Peter's 
EP NE TRE: PA ED ES OTE TER RA ee ONE ee at oe 
| Parish, Beaufort Distriet, South Carelina November 21, 1790.; 


DIED April %, 1876. Herried Novenber 15, 1809 , Miss 
Martha Mosse, by whom he had 12 children. Married second time 





but no issue of second marriuge. General Alexander Robert 


Lawton was his fifth enild and eldest son. 


| GEMRAL ALEXANDER ROBERT LAWTON & re _pEscEWDNTS. 








PT LAWTOH?, Born St. Peter*s Parish, Heeufort 
District, South Carolina, November 4, 1818 ; Died xt Clifton 

r Springs, Hew York, July 2, 1896; Married Novenieber 5, 1845, to 
Sarah Hillhouse Alexan€er ( Daueter of Adam Leopold Alexe#nder and 








Sarah Hilihouse Gilbert, his wife ) who was Born st Washinton 
Georgia, January 29, 1826, she Died in New York City Nov. 1, 1897. 











Their ilar ts | 
“Nae. Corinne Hlifot Lawton, Born September 25, 1846, Died Unmarried, @ 
January 24, 18797 ~ 
Zee .-L0uiss  Frederiks Lawton, Born June 9, 1849,; Died Auge 26,1925, | 

i at Savannah, Georgia; Married April 21, 1878 to 
<a Leonard Covington MaaKai2( Norn June Tth, 1843, D. 3 
F (May 6, 1890) all 
Their ohildren wares | | 
| Leonard Leopold WneKall , b. Jas 29, 167¥-now ‘dt 
‘ (unmarriea, (.029) “A 


Cor inne L&aton Maerall, be Pebs 27, 1860, 
April 14, 1903 to dari (or Gari 
(who wae bern August 10, 1460) 








(Alexander ) Lawton Mackall (alexander are 7 iJ 
a Prom name) May 25, 1385. Met wise | 
| Virginad Wools, Me (2) Mise “wth Maeiilian, 
i April 22, 1026. 
| +~--Hore Lawton, Berg, Wareh 4, 1655. M. April’, 1606 to Henry 4 
unningham(he wae born a to 2a@D, R. ‘<> 
ik. St Ny sir only ahild ie Sa gi Pet Nong ReAvrad “he 








A LAWTON . PANTLY, _ C1 CONTINUED. 
| ¥ 


‘j Aone Alsxand ot Pudoif ti, Born  Augnad tf. 9, 1855; Married 
- . ® Apr4] 27, 2882, Miss Plle (Daiay) Stanly Beckwith (Daughter of 





Rt. Rev. John Watrus Heekwith, Bishop of Georgia and Ella 
Breekenvrough, his wife ) he wa, born August 9, 1860. 


Their mibimabagn Children ure saiind 
¥ sate sone 2t Robert Lawton, Sorn August 16, 2884, Married Dee. SY 1911, 
fo Elizabeth Wallace Shetter (Daughter of Spenmeer Proudfoot 
(Shotter ang Elizsbeth Wallaee Owene, his wife) who was born “* 
SS  — _tdaptenbaer 6,.16385— - a iat hes at Bet a 


Viheix ehildren are ¢ 


. Alexander Robert Lawton (the fifth Alexander Lawton in line — fe 
(of eldest son) Born August 26,1912. 


a Spender Lawton, Zorn, June 80, 1918, at New York City, while 

see (his fother wae on the way overs/as as Lieut Col 118th 
( Field Artillery) | 

» ; 

‘« pe. 

S++oef Saba). Beakwith  Lagton, orn. Oatober 19, 1686, Unmarried Marten wk 
(John dropped from name) 6 


If you have any other Lawton fomily eeords whieh you know er 
are patent se) T should like to have them to Led ARE nge Hae RRR or al?ow 





one’ ot font Sekar i Nobert kiane!) te Teotade im doe iain iuaiiindl | 








— oF our icipswonenaiery woe ER TE Og a: 3 eGo ~  S aeiiaee eae : 
Street, Savannah, Georgia. T shal) fre ter «tut ~y mother hed and so " 
| far, very few of her oitetiory © eg i PE OTS eae. anetqoned She was very 


earnest in getting at facts. 
Can you in any “y get at the resords kept of the Robert family 


by some Rev. Joseph Robert of Savannah. A Mr. Burton of Auburn Alubama 
has written me ef many ge whieh he ahowed him whieh aig gf are 
pe nll now in the possession of his pant ee tt in the army. What 

want to see ie that ORY of the or em nal will of Rev. Pierre Renee of 
St. Imier Switzer , and Snatee reh, So Car. I ence caw that 
will myeelf in Charleston ond eopied parte of it, but they burned up and 
now wo many indices are gone from the #111 books, that * oan not find it, 
only t} soeeeenete he when hia son me Mile Anne Marte Louise 
you dute t wedding aleo of hie seeond to Mile Judith 














= bil | ewe 8 eee 





| «) 
Mlle Judith Videosu, doug? ter of Pierre Videaud of ++ Reehkheel who 
_ merried Nadeleine Burgand .~ She mt, 





Bordeaux BL Slhe T etielose for you a tons doe] of other foets you my not 
knows 
; (Ravenel Labte) 
As Daniel Horry is listed in that orginal Prench*liste¥® ax marrying 


Sarah Bettison, do you know 


: 


if the Bettiaons were among ‘the Preneh Huguenot Be 
y 


Sen you tell me of any Hettisons #212} Living in Georgia ? Ihave alwuys 


heard that those Burton ahéidren in the famous book eelied *The Yeung 


‘typ ahapodadeal were Bettison ohiidren. So Mra. (iadige? Nammend teld me | ‘i 
eis ago. She eee Peon: “tania and cin’ to the adadreeo ng” ol 





‘au . vie ola ~ : 
ne Judge. I ‘knew him when I was» little wird. Plente. tell me what nettioon | 


Children they were, also if you ever heard of oayone nomed Nennoek or ® eas 
Romucke this neme keeps oscurring in the Rettison tribe ,over and OVErs 
One Wiliiem Bettison married the widow of the first Thomas Pinokney» at 
ms ,2) a good for nothing George Eyans of Weat Indie#, he bfoke her heart | 
end took be fortune sargely, then whe married this rieh Rettison. 








~~ 


I whell greatly appreaiate any foets you ean give me se, to the Taetone. 
like to see what you have ane | Rober}. Line 










"a enee tell 
source of informations Mont al tints ie absolutely fidee sin de wind 


sf reek Reber! hae out much bags tre 





Je» 
a 







dial’ 


Mie a Thanking you for ey courtesy in eorying off thie line and hoping 
Wey * 


you #111 correet anything you See wrong in whet little T have of the Tevtong 
ot Believe me to be, — fry 
| Youre very *ineerely, 


Bite (tres) Tounnette Rh. Murphy 
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